
 
 

February 10, 2021 

U.S. Consulate General in Chennai  

in association with    

U.S. Consulates General Hyderabad, Mumbai, and Kolkata  

  

Invite Media to Attend the Sixth Event of the #DiasporaDiplomacy Series  
 

Featuring: Indian American Teen Inventor and Scientist  

  

Gitanjali Rao  
  

In Conversation with Environmental Activist and Founder of Why Waste?  

  

Garvita Gulhati   
  

Friday, February 11, 2022, at 6:45 p.m. IST  
 

Registration Link: https://bit.ly/34gVmsx   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F34gVmsx&data=04%7C01%7CHarapanahalliH%40state.gov%7C877262a392d24ee3f12508d9eadc6e86%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637799054727854086%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=78RMa7Zoqdkf1y4ENxuK4Tz%2BZ%2FlWhOaRVI4ewp9SE4c%3D&reserved=0


About Gitanjali Rao:   

   

Gitanjali Rao is an inventor, aspiring scientist, author, speaker and active 

promoter of STEM education around the world. She was recognized as 

America's Top Young Scientist and was a recipient of 

a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Presidential award for her 

invention of Tethys, an early lead contamination detection tool. Her 

invention, an anti-cyberbullying service called Kindly that uses AI and 

Natural Language processing, made an impact. She 

was honored in Forbes’ 30 Under 30 in Science in 2019 and TIME Magazine’s Top Young 

Innovator and first-ever Kid of the Year for her innovations and promotion 

of STEM education. She has inspired over 58,000 students in the last two years across six 

continents and 37 countries through her workshops.   

   

Gitanjali is the author of the book A Young Innovator's Guide to STEM, which guides 

students and educators through a self-developed prescriptive five-step innovation process. The 

book is adopted formally as a STEM curriculum in Kakuma Refugee Camp Schools in 

Kenya and a few high schools in Ghana. She was honored as one of America's Top Youth 

Volunteers by Prudential in 2021 and was appointed as a UNICEF Youth Advocate for using 

science to tackle social problems. She recently received a grant as a National Geographic Young 

Explorer for promoting STEM education.     

  

About Garvita Gulhati:  

 

 Garvita Gulhati, Founder & CEO of Why Waste. Called the “Water Girl 

of India”, Garvita and her team of ‘waterpreneurs’ organized a 

revolutionary campaign called #glasshalffull that saved over 10 million 

liters of water from being wasted in Indian restaurants and impacted over 6 

million lives. The idea continues to grow even today with chapters in eight 

countries.  Garvita represents the voice of youth changemakers and works 

with several global organizations such as Facebook, Google, and IKEA. 

She is also a Global Changemaker, Ashoka Young Changemaker, 

Change.org fellow, National Geographic Young Explorer and Earth Day fellow. Most 

recently Garvita was the youngest to be listed on the Forbes 30 Under 30 Asia-Pacific List of 

Social Entrepreneurs and is the first and only Indian to be awarded a Wonder Grant from the 

Shawn Mendes Foundation. She is an expert mentor at Global Citizen Year and works with 

UNICEF on their youth climate strategy. Garvita is an engineer, a professional classical dancer, 

and a calligraphy artist.  
 

About the #DiasporaDiplomacy Series:    

  

Sundar Pichai. Sunita Williams. Vivek Murthy. From winning the spelling bee, to running some 

of our biggest companies, to having a voice at the table in the federal government, Indian 

Americans contribute immensely to America’s story. What is the secret of their success?  

Through a series of conversations, #DiasporaDiplomacy informs, acknowledges, and 

celebrates the identity, achievements, and assimilation of the Indian American diaspora in 

America’s multicultural fabric.  Indian American achievers from different walks of life feature as 



guest speakers to talk about their journeys, highlighting America’s promise through personal and 

collective prisms. Join U.S. Mission in India as we highlight the extraordinary contributions of 

the Indian American community in business, academia, politics, space, the arts, and civil 

society.     

   

For Press Queries: U.S. Consulate General Chennai Press & Media Coordinator  

Hemalatha H –73975-99099 / 9886751155  

  

 


