
Dear Mr Ahluwalia,

While you were abroad deliberating on global matters, the Planning Commission filed an affidavit in 
the Supreme Court claiming that the "poverty line of Rs 25 and Rs 32 (rural and urban areas 
respectively) ensures the adequacy of private expenditure on food, health and education". The affidavit 
could not have come at a worse time when food inflation was pushing poor households to the wall even 
as 60 million tonnes of grain are piling in FCI godowns implying that the government itself is hoarding 
grain to increase food prices.

The affidavit filed by the Planning Commission in the Supreme Court skirted the two major issues that 
were raised by the highest court in the country: why there should be a poverty line that determines the 
BPL "caps" and, a request by the Bench to the Planning Commission to re-consider the poverty line. 
That the affidavit chose to skirt these two major issues, and chose instead to repeat the stand taken by 
the Planning Commission in its last affidavit in May 2011 is, we believe, an affront to the poor of this 
country and also the Supreme Court.

Subsequently, you have gone on defensively to say that the poverty line has no relationship to food 
subsidy. Yet, all central government allocations for programmes such as PDS, pensions etc are made 
based on these poverty ratios. Further, after drawing a ridiculously low poverty line you suggest caps 
on the BPL category as well as a 41 per cent cap on food subsidy which is a contradiction in terms. 
Perhaps you may explain to the lay public that is spending astronomical amounts on food and health 
care, what this poverty line is then relevant for, if not subsidies for basic needs.

Your public defense of the affidavit being "factually correct" needs to be examined against some other 
facts such as India being home to the largest number of hungry people, people without the advantage of 
education, and the highest maternal and infant mortality deaths in the world. It is also "factually 
correct" that India is ranked 67th out of 88 countries ranked by IFPRI in the Global Hunger Index and 
that nearly half of India's children remain under-nourished, twice as many as in sub-Saharan Africa. It 
also needs to be checked against the fact that the Planning Commission itself has admitted that 
households at this poverty line are getting 20 per cent less food than they require as per the 
government's own norms. After years of terming the IMF and the World Bank as the sources of all 
knowledge for how this country's economy is to be run, you have, we believe misinterpreted the FAO 
to suggest that the poor need less food than what the Indian government norms state.

Mr Ahluwalia, perhaps you need to reflect more on the fact that during your stewardship of the 
Planning Commission, India has fallen further behind neighboring and poorer (in terms of per capita 
income) Bangladesh, in terms of most of the human development indicators.

If Rs 25 for rural areas and 32 for urban areas per capita expenditure was "adequate" then it is not clear 
to us that why Planning Commission members are paid up to one hundred and fifteen times the amount 
(not counting the perks of free housing and health care and numerous other benefits that is enjoyed by 
you and members of the Planning Commission).

We believe that this affidavit is a document, no less historically significant than the "India Shining" 
campaign that brought the downfall of a previous regime, because it reflected arrogance and contempt 
for the poor comparable to the views held by the Planning Commission.

Even as we write to you, over the next twenty four hours, close to 3,000 Indian children will die of 
malnutrition related illness. The current 'revolution' in agriculture has led to nation-wide agrarian 



distress, and will see 47 farmers committing suicide in India in the next 24 hours. Further, despite your 
repeated prediction over the last two years on inflation (particularly food inflation) going down, the 
expertise of the Planning Commission even on that front has been proved wrong. Despite the 
indisputable intellectual resources at its command the Planning Commission seems to require a reality 
check; perhaps spending more time in the villages and slums of this country would have achieved that.

The right to food campaign challenges you and all the members of the Planning Commission to live on 
Rs 25 / Rs 32, a day till such time that you are able to explain to the public in simple words the basis of 
the statement that this amount is normatively "adequate". If it cannot be explained then the affidavit 
should be withdrawn or else you should resign.
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